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Words from the Editor 

Its finally Spring!   

Down south we had a mild winter but it dragged on for a long time.  It’s been a while since we had 

snowstorms at the end of April.    The storm of 1986, which is considered the worst spring storm in Alberta’s 

history was in my neck of the woods, Brooks and County of Newell.  The upside, at the time, was that school 

was cancelled and if you were in school in the 80’s then you know that school very seldom closed for weather.  

We didn’t have power for 3 days in the City of Brooks and a week in the County of Newell, it was crazy.    

Just recently, April 26, 2026, in northern Alberta they got their crazy storm, 50 cm of snow, winds that tore 

roofs off buildings, trees uprooted, semi trucks blown over on the highways.  Good time to be working from 

home. 

Today, we have sunshine, birds singing and flowers blooming, makes a person feel like Snow White. 

The ADOA has some exciting things coming our way to the members.  The lunch and learn is June 4, 2026 and 

you can join in person or online.  The topics are Unsightly properties and Effective Communication Styles.  

Both of these speakers have allowed time for questions.   

There is going to be a revamp to the website which will have a lot of new fun features to make everyone’s life 

easier. 

And of course, the conference!  Nate from Olds has submitted an article later on in this newsletter to wet your 

whistle and it’s looking like a very fun conference that you won’t want to miss! 

  

 



 

Did you know? 

The Alberta Municipal Development Authority Manual is Your 

Go-To Planning Resource 

  

Did you know the Alberta Municipal Development Authority Manual 

was created as a practical working handbook for Development 

Officers across Alberta? Developed by the Alberta Development 

Officers Association (ADOA), the Manual supports day-to-day 

decision-making and serves as a valuable training tool for new and 

in-training Development Officers. 

  

Did you know the Manual was updated to reflect major legislative 

changes, including updates to the Municipal Government Act? It 

helps translate legislation into clear, practical guidance for real-

world planning and development decisions. 

  

Did you know the Manual provides a clear overview of Alberta’s 

entire planning system? It explains statutory plans, land use bylaws, 

subdivision and development processes, appeals, and enforcement, 

showing how municipalities, Development Authorities, Councils, and 

appeal bodies all fit together. 

  

Did you know the Manual includes ready-to-use tools? Templates, 

checklists, sample agreements, and enforcement documents are 

included to help Development Officers work more efficiently and 

consistently. 

  

Did you know the Manual reflects the realities faced by 

municipalities of all sizes? It addresses a wide range of planning 

scenarios, making it a useful reference whether you work in a small 

rural community or a large urban municipality. 

  

Did you know the Manual isn’t intended to replace legal advice, but 

it does help Development Officers better understand their roles, 

responsibilities, and the legislative framework they work within? 

The Alberta Municipal Development Authority Manual continues to be 

an essential resource for ADOA members, supporting informed, 

consistent, and defensible planning decisions across Alberta. 

  

 The Manual can be found on the ADOA website at 

www.adoa.net under the “Documents” section. 
  

http://www.adoa.net/


 

Conference 2026 Update – Nate Hill 

The Alberta Development Officers' Association Annual Conference is coming to the Pomeroy 

Inn & Suites at Olds College, bringing together Development Officers from across Alberta for 

our annual opportunity to connect with one another, share our experiences, and learn from 

a series of excellent speakers. 

Hosted by the Town of Olds and Mountain View County, this year’s conference theme, 

Different Landscapes, Shared Strategies, highlights the unique opportunities available to 

Alberta’s diverse communities while recognizing the shared frameworks and desired 

outcomes we work towards, and how we can identify and use the best tools for the job. 

Conveniently located right between Calgary and Red Deer, the Olds region offers ADOA 

members an ideal conference destination surrounded by pristine landscapes, strong regional 

partnerships, and vibrant community development. As part of the conference’s 

programming, ADOA members will have their choice of several local attractions to 

experience what the region has to offer! Keep your eyes open for details in the soon-to-

come registration package.  

The conference will feature three keynote presentations alongside a diverse range of 

specialized sessions designed to provide valuable insight, practical strategies, and 

meaningful discussion for development officers working in communities of all sizes. These 

specialized sessions will include use of AI in the workplace, Development Compliance 

Strategies, Emergency Management Planning, Safety in Site Visits, Public Participation 

training, and more!  

With refreshed programming, a revamped approach to the traditional banquet, and a 

positively vibrant community, the 2026 ADOA conference will be another wonderful 

opportunity to connect with your fellow development officers and brush up on some of the 

more nuanced areas of our field. Keep your eyes peeled for the registration form, which will 

be released this month. I look forward to seeing all of you there! 

  



  

Introducing DCO Chippy 

Municipal Training Solutions is proud to 
introduce DCO Chippy, a professional 
and educational mascot designed to 
promote Development Compliance 
awareness, training, and best practices 
within municipalities across Alberta. 
Chippy represents professionalism, 
fairness, officer safety, education, and 
consistent enforcement principles while 
helping bring a modern and engaging 
approach to municipal training. 

The Importance of Development Compliance in Alberta             

       Municipalities 

Development Compliance plays a critical role in maintaining safe, orderly, and sustainable 

communities. While Development Officers issue permits and approvals, Development Compliance 

Officers help ensure that developments proceed in accordance with municipal bylaws, approved 

permits, and provincial legislation. 

Effective compliance is not simply about enforcement. It is about education, communication, 

fairness, and achieving voluntary compliance whenever possible. Officers regularly work with 

residents, contractors, and landowners to resolve concerns, explain regulations, and guide projects 

toward compliance before escalation becomes necessary. 

Strong documentation, professional communication, and consistent procedures are essential to 

defensible enforcement. From advisory letters and warning letters to Stop Orders and inspections, 

each step must be reasonable, proportionate, and supported by evidence. 

As municipalities continue to grow and development pressures increase, Development Compliance 

remains an essential function in protecting public confidence, supporting community standards, and 

ensuring fair and consistent application of municipal bylaws. 

  

  

“Compliance is not about punishment. It is about protecting communities 

through fairness, consistency, and professionalism.” – Chippy. 
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Brownlee LLP – LEGAL CORNER 
 

Responding to Data Centres Proposals in your Community - Part 3: How to control what 

Data Centres end up looking like in the Land Use Bylaw 

 

As communities see more and more data center proposals, a municipality will have the opportunity 

to calibrate their land use regulations to help shape where this form of development may occur. 

This article is the third part in a multi-part series of articles for the ADOA regarding the increasing 

demand for data centers in Alberta. Please reference the other articles in the series.  In Part 1, we 

provided background information on the province’s push for increasing the development of data 

centers and discussed who has jurisdiction over different components of a typical data center site. 

In Part 2, we focused on how a municipality can control where small-scale data centres could be 

located within the community through the Land Use Bylaw (“LUB”). 

 

Regulating scale, built form, and impacts 

 

The Land Use Bylaw does not just indicate where different activities and structures can occur, but 

also outlines what those activities and structures can look like. All development has the potential 

of creating a concern that can be responded to via local regulation. An apartment building may 

cast a shadow. A business’s operation may create noise. A large hard-surfaced parking lot may 

create drainage concerns. Land use and development regulations allow local authorities to avoid 

these concerns by imposing rules that seek to mitigate them before they arise. 

 

Data centres create various kinds of concerns, such as: noise, traffic, loss of agricultural lands, and 

security issues. These can be responded to via local land use regulation. Concerns around water, 

energy, and electricity impacts are handled by the province through different regulatory 

frameworks. As discussed in the prior articles, municipalities can have total control over the 

computing facilities land use and lesser control over the power plants; for the power plant 

component, the municipality must approve a development permit application to the extent that it 

is consistent with the AUC approval for that same power plant, all by virtue of s. 619 of the 

Municipal Government Act (“MGA”). Power plants will only be subject to AUC approval if the 

generating capability of the power plant is more than 1 megawatt (AUC Rule 007). 

 

Requiring information (LUB application requirements) 

 

The municipality will want to ensure that the references in the Land Use Bylaw authorizing the 

Development Authority to require information for applications covers the things necessary to 

review a development permit application for a data centre, usually regardless of the scale. Though 

power plants may need to be approved because of overlying AUC approval, the municipality will 

want to be in a position where they are able to request the information needed to make a decision. 

If these provisions do not cover all the kinds of information the municipality would like to require 

when they receive an application, they should consider amending the LUB. This could include 

noise studies, emergency response frameworks, or nuisance mitigation plans (including dust and 

weeds). 
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Extent of municipal regulation of power plants 

 

Though the municipality must approve power plant developments, when the project has received 

the same under the AUC approvals cannot be changed due to MGA, s. 619. Therefore, if something 

like fencing or parking is already covered in the provincial approval (or was addressed in the 

proceedings before the AUC), then the municipality cannot require something that would then 

conflict with that approval.  

 

That said, to the extent that the LUB contains regulations respecting key municipal concerns (dust, 

transportation weed control, waste management; key locations where the power plant would be 

appropriate and key locations in the municipality where it would not be appropriate), the LUB may 

assist the municipality in either opposing the power plant application outright before the AUC or 

obtaining a negotiated resolution as part of the AUC process.  Consider the following examples: 

 

1) In Decision 28906-D01-2026, the AUC outright rejected the application for the Laramide 

Battery Energy Storage Facility and Connection in Foothills County. The AUC respected 

references in the LUB and other planning documents, and found that the siting proposed by 

the proponent was contrary to the public interest.  The AUC stated: 

  

The Commission considers municipal requirements, including municipal planning 

documents and …concerns when evaluating whether a proposed project is in the public 

interest.  While the Commission is not bound by the municipal planning documents or 

policies…the Commission endeavors to achieve consistency with them.    

 

This is not a case where a municipality has unreasonably developed land use policies in 

order to restrict energy storage facilities in the municipality….[T]he municipal planning 

documents demonstrate a credible and rational commitment on the part of Foothills 

County to finding balance and compromise between conflict land uses and perspectives.  

 

…the lack of full-time firefighting coverage and reliable access to year-round piped water 

for firefighting in the vicinity of the proposed and alternate sites contribute industrial 

corridor [lands some distance from the proposed site] has full-time firefighting coverage 

and reliable access to year-round piped water for firefighting, which the agricultural 

district does not.  

 

[T]he material non-compliance with Foothills County’s municipal planning documents 

and land use policies outweighs the benefits of the project.  

 

2) In Decision 29810-D0102026, the AUC recognized that consistency with municipal planning 

instruments is desired.  The AUC decision effectively incorporated commitments agreed to 

between the municipality (Clearwater County) and the proponent relating to traffic impacts, 

road use, emergency response, screening and fencing, and communicating municipal 

requirements to personnel working on the power plant. Because it had negotiated this 

resolution, Clearwater County was able to ensure that these requirements were embedded in 

the AUC approval, all without the County having to participate in a costly hearing.  
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By having regulations and policy statements in the LUB and other planning documents, a 

municipality can create leverage to have significant impacts on the AUC approval process 

including both:  whether a power plant project gets approved by the AUC; and if approved, relevant 

requirements for the project to proceed.  

 

Municipal regulation of computing facilities 

 

There is no provincial paramountcy respecting the computing component; therefore, a 

municipality will have far greater latitude, through the LUB, to set out requirements for siting, 

setbacks, fencing, noise limits and attenuation, security, and parking. This allows the municipality 

to shape a computing component as either a permitted or discretionary uses. Some examples are 

listed below. 

 

1) Setbacks from other uses - To mitigate concerns around noise or conflict between uses, the 

municipality could require a minimum setback distance for a computing facility from the 

property line, specific kinds of uses, or types of buildings. 

 

2) Landscaping/buffering requirements - The Land Use Bylaw could grant discretion for the 

Development Officer to require certain kinds of buffers like landscaping materials or fences. 

This could similarly help respond to concerns around noise or conflict between uses. 

 

3) Security concerns - The Land Use Bylaw could grant discretion for the Development Officer 

to require types of security measures like lighting, controlled gates, or surveillance systems on 

site. This helps respond to concerns around safety, especially in rural locations, since valuable 

materials could be contained within the data centre facilities and there may be no personnel on 

site overseeing the materials. 

 

4) Transportation/Parking/Emergency Access - Because data centres are often remote and 

rural, access by vehicle is often the only feasible option to get to the site. Transportation 

impacts may be particularly onerous during construction.  Standard conditions referencing:  

development agreements, crossing agreements, road use should be referenced in the LUB.  

Minimum parking requirements can be imposed to ensure that the site is sufficiently supplied 

with parking, though the applicant will normally be driven to supply this parking themselves 

since there may be no public parking available for those visiting the site. More importantly, 

the municipality will want to ensure that emergency vehicles can get to and access the site 

because data centre technology poses the risk of overheating and fire. Referencing standard 

conditions through the Land Use Bylaw for the Development Officer to require adequate 

access to the site and imposing obligations to improve municipal roads can be a way to respond 

to this. 

 

Other Bylaws 

 

The municipality will also want to consider whether there are other bylaws that can be amended 

to respond to concerns that relate to the activity occurring on site. Instead of proactively requiring 

several different kinds of noise attenuation measures at the development stage, something like a 

Community Standards Bylaw could potentially provide a form of responsive regulation regarding 
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noise concerns if they arise. The municipality will need to consider what monitoring and 

enforcement resources available when leaning on these other tools. 

 

Amendments to utilities bylaws may be in order.  Rates for water consumption is a complex issue, 

and beyond the scope of this article; that said, we did wish to underscore that you may wish to 

seek legal advice in this regard.   

 

We advise that municipalities should set any development permit application fees within a separate 

bylaw and not within the Land Use Bylaw to avoid onerous public hearing requirements when fees 

need to be updated. A Fees and Charges Bylaw should be used, and may need to be amended to 

consider the level of resources required to review development permit applications for data centres. 

The application fees should reflect workload required to assess applications and, when an expert 

is required to assess an application, their fees should be recoverable by the municipality. 

 

Conclusion 

 

In this article (Part 3), we discussed how different scales of data centres can be regulated using 

different controls over size, impact, and access to the development. In Part 4, we will discuss how 

the municipality can use the broader land use planning framework to encourage data centres to be 

placed in certain areas of the community and discouraged from other areas.  

 

For more information on general municipal questions, please contact a member of the Brownlee 

LLP Municipal Team on our Municipal Helpline at 1-800-661-9069 (Edmonton) or 1-877-232-

8303 (Calgary). Should you have any general questions that you would like answered, please reach 

out to these members of Brownlee LLP’s planning and development team; Jeneane Grundberg, 

KC (jgrundberg@brownleelaw.com), Alifeyah Gulamhusein (agulamhusein@brownleelaw.com), 

Brendan Dzioba (bdzioba@brownleelaw.com), and Jack Stout (jstout@brownleelaw.com). For 

more information on general municipal contacts, please contact a member of the Brownlee LLP 

Municipal Team on our Municipal Helpline at 1-800-661-9069 (Edmonton) or 1-877-232-8303 

(Calgary). 
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Board Member Role Municipality Email Phone 

Jordan Reugg President Smoky Lake 
County 

jruegg@smokylakecounty.ab.ca 780-650-5207 

Kristy Sidock Vice President  Town of Three 
Hills 

ksidock@threehills.ca 403-443-5822 

ShannaLee 
Simpson 

Communications 
Chair 

County of 
Newell 

simpsons@newellmail.ca 403-794-2312 

Steve Chipchase Membership 
Chair 

Sturgeon 
County 

schip-
chase@sturgeoncounty.ca 

780-939-0628 

Jenny Bruns Secretary  Town of     
Barrhead 

 jbruns@barrhead.ca  780-282-0390 

Treena Lane Treasurer Lac Ste.Anne 
County 

tlane@lsac.ca 780-785-3411 

Nathan Hill Education Chair Town of Olds nhill@olds.ca  403-507-4863 

Diane Burtnick Executive Assistant admin@adoa.ca 

Contact us 

Send us an email or give us a call for more information about our membership and our non-profit 

group. 

Email: admin@adoa.net 

 

Alberta Development Officers Association 

#48, 134 Village Way 

Strathmore, AB T1P 1A2 

Visit us on the web at www.adoa.net 
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